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CONFIDENTIAL BELIZE 0113 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR PFOR GT BH UK 

SUBJECT: DEFENSE OF BELIZE 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF OFFICIAL GOB RELEASE CARRIED BY BELIZE 
RADIO DURING WEEKEND: 

"FEBRUARY 1 1, 1977 - 7 PM - MARTI 

IT WAS ANNOUNCED TODAY BY THE DEPUTY PREMIER AND THE MINISTER OF 
HOME AFFAIRS, THE HON C L B ROGERS, THAT AGREEMENT HAS BEEN REACHED 
FOR THE SETTING UP OF A BELIZE DEFENSE FORCE. THE ANNOUNCEMENT 
SAYS THE LEVEL OF FUNDING HAS BEEN AGREED WITH THE UNITED KINGDOM 
GOVERNMENT FOR THE FIRST PHASE OF THE PROJECT WHICH WILL BEGIN 
THIS YEAR. THE FORCE WILL BE AN INFANTRY BATALLION, MADE UP OF A 
REGULAR AND A VOLUNTEER ELEMENT, AS WAS PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED BY 
THE DEPUTY PREMIER. AS A FIRST STEP A TEAM OF SIX MEN FROM THE 
UNITED KINGDOM WILL BE ARRIVING IN BELIZE NEXT WEEK TO HOLD DIS- 
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CUSSIONS WITH THE MINISTER AND APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS. THEY WILL 
EXAMINE THE PROJECT ON THE GROUND, AND WORK OUT THE DETAILS OF THE 
PLAN. THE TEAM IS BEING LED BY MAJOR GENERAL LECKEY AND COLONEL 
AYRES. (ENDS)" 

2. COMMENT. RUMORS ARE AWAFT HERE THAT RECENT GOB-HMG 

TALKS IN LONDON PRODUCED SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS TOWARD REALIZATION 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


OF BELIZE INDEPENDENCE ASPIRATIONS. TWO LOCAL SOURCES HAVE TOLD 
US HMG NOW READY TO CONSIDER AT LEAST AN IMPLICIT DEFENSE GUARANTEE 
FOR PERIOD OF THREE TO FIVE YEARS AFTER INDEPENDENCE. I AM WON- 
DERING WHETHER BRITISH MIGHT BE THINKING OF RE-CONSTITUTING PRESENT 
FORCES IN BELIZE AS A TRAINING MISSION IF TALKS WITP GUATEMALA REACH 
AN IMPASSE. THIS MIGHT AFFORD THEM A MEANS OF EXTRICATION FROM 
BELIZE WITH HONOR OR AT LEAST WITH A REASONABLE FACSIMILE 
THEREOF. 
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